Charter for the Maize Genetics conference Steering Committee

This document serves to identify, clarify and guide the organization and activities of the Maize Genetics Conference Steering Committee. Changes and amendments are expected as the Committee moves forward and its service to the scientific community evolves.

Section I:   Purpose of the Maize Genetics Conference Steering Committee

The Maize Genetics Conference Steering Committee (SC) shall be responsible for the organization, content, and execution of the Annual Maize Genetics Conference (MGC). The SC shall work with the Maize Genetics Executive Committee (EC) to facilitate communication of community-based issues through the MGC.

Section II:  Maize Genetics Conference Steering Committee Organization

The SC shall be made up of 10 voting members, including 1 from the EC on three-year terms, and voluntary members as needed to support SC activities. Each year the SC shall recruit new Maize Co-operators to serve on the SC. Each year the SC shall elect one of the 1st year members as co-chair for the SC. The co-chair will assume chair responsibilities in the subsequent year.

Section III: Maize Genetics Conference Steering Committee Affiliation

The SC shall maintain legal affiliation with an organization providing implements necessary to carry out contractual, fiduciary, and underwriting arrangements pertaining to the MGC organization and execution.

Section IV: Committee Activities:

The activities assumed by the SC include, but are not limited to:

1: Convening an annual SC meeting coinciding with the MGC to facilitate SC functions.


A: A meeting agenda shall be distributed to all committee members.


B: Minutes of the meeting taken by the current co-chair shall be archived

2: Fundraising to finance the MGC


A: Meeting grant application(s) shall be submitted to federal agencies


B: Donations shall be solicited

3: Defined SC activities for the MGC including, but not limited to and detailed in item 5:


A: Inviting speakers


B: Selecting and coordinating venues


C: Organizing the MGC program

4: Advising but not necessarily supervising ad hoc activities related to the MGC

5: Maintaining contemporary guidelines to direct decisions regarding but not limited to:


A: Inviting speakers



i:   Scientific merit



ii:  Gender and topic balance

iii: Career development


B: Selecting venues



i:  International participation



ii: Inclusiveness

C: Organizing the MGC program



i:   Talk sessions



ii:  Poster sessions



iii: Workshops



iv:  Community forums



v:   EC reports


D: Awards



i:   Poster contests



ii:  Service recognition
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